INCLUSION GRANTS

In 2021, the VNA Foundation launched Inclusion Grants,aimed at increasing access to health and human services for people of color,immigrants and refugees, and English
Language Learners in the greater North Penn region. The Inclusion Grants were inspired by the health access inequities exposed (or exacerbated) by the “dual pandemics” of
COVID-19 and racial injustice. Features of these grants included rolling application due-dates and decision-making, funding available for research to develop project ideas,
ample technical assistance,and the option for multi-year support. We awarded $664,885 over 2 years through this program.

Focus Populations

Relevant Partnerships

Focus on people of color and
immigrants within diverse North Penn
faith communities, including Indian
Hindus, Pakistani Muslims, Bengali and
Bangladeshi Muslims, Hispanic Roman
Catholics, African American Christians,
Korean Christians,and Egyptian Coptic
Christians.

Community Connections; Montco Multi-
Faith Coalition; North Penn Coalition 4
Justice; International Spring Festival.

Focus on Latino households in the
Greater North Penn area who will benefit
from programs, services and connections
that ACLAMO and Manna on Main Street
can provide.

Formal partnership between ACLAMO
and Manna, plus Mont. Co.; Lansdale
Public Library, local school districts and
senior centers; the Community Justice
Project; Montgomery Anti Hunger
Network; Your Way Home Mont. Co. and
others.

Award and Research
Organization(s) Duration of Grant Purpose of the Grant
Grant (if applicable)

Access $30,000 $2,500 Enhancing the online Intersect Care

Services 2 years Portal to connect diverse communities
with human services, especially
behavioral health support; training
within faith communities; translations of
materials for English Language Learners
in the North Penn area.

ACLAMO and $60,000 $5,000 Creating enhanced, coordinated access

Manna on 2 years to health, food, housing and employment

Main Street services for Latino residents of the

(combined North Penn area through a collaborative
presence in North Penn Commons

proposal) (Lansdale).

Advanced $30,000 n/a Partnering with Jaisohn Memorial

Living 2 years Foundation to open the Jaisohn Wellness

Communities Center on the campus of Schwenkfeld
Manor, serving residents from the Asian
American and Pacific Islander community
as well as other senior residents within
the North Penn community. Advanced
Living provides transportation and
supportive housing services, and space at
Schwenkfeld Manor.

Focus on Asia Pacific American (APA)
residents of the Advanced Living
Communities as well as other senior
residents of North Penn.

Formal partnership between Advanced
Living and Philip Jaisohn Memorial
Foundation.

In 2021, Montgomery County Census data
revealed sizable increases among
Hispanic (+59%), Asian (+32%) and
Black (+18%) residents.
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INCLUSION GRANTS

Research
Grant

(if applicable)

Award and
Duration of
Grant

Relevant Partnerships

Organization(s)

Purpose of the Grant Focus Populations

Boston $20,000 $2,380 The Boston Legacy Foundation will work Focus on students who identify as Local universities and school districts;
Legacy 2 years with North Penn School District and Black and other BIPOC students in the health connections.
Foundation Souderton Area and Wissahickon School North Penn, Souderton and Wissahickon
Districts to encourage African American school districts, who are historically
and Black, Indigenous People of Color underrepresented in academic and
(BIPOC) students to explore academic career-prep paths in the health sciences.
and career paths in the health sciences,
honoring the legacy of Dr. Frank E. Boston.
Family $30,000 n/a Advancing equity through DEI training, Focus on Family Promise Montco staff Racial Equity Learning Community;
Promise 2 years building diverse staff capacity and a through DEI training and enhancing Bucks-Mont Collaborative; Gwynedd
Montco focused leadership transition process. staff composition to reflect the diverse Mercy Univ; Family Promise National;
families served locally. North Penn Leadership Institute; Bryn
Mawr College Nonprofit Executive
Leadership Institute
Family $30,000 n/a Investment in the hiring of a North Penn African American, Spanish-speaking Indian Valley Character Counts Coalition;
Services 2 years Outreach and Recruitment Specialist to and other historically marginalized North Penn, Souderton and Wissahickon
Montgomery conduct tgrgeted oqtr_egch,gdu‘catiop communities in North Penn region of school Districts; MQIU; Head Sta}rjc; low-
County and recruitment activities within African Montco. income senior housing communities;
American, Spanish-speaking and other senior centers; Manna on Main St; faith
disenfranchised communities, connecting communities and community groups in
to services and programs. North Penn
Greater $30,000 n/a Partnering with Korean American Assoc.of | Focus on Korean-American seniors, Formal partnership between KAAGP and
Harleysville 2 years Greater. Phila. to hire bi-lingual staff and with additional outreach to other Asian GHNPSS, with additional partnerships
and North provide dedicated office space to enhance American, African-American and Latino including ACLAMO, Manna on Main Street,
Penn Senior the programs and services available to the | seniors in and around Lansdale. faith communities and businesses locally.
Services Korean-American population on-site at
the Peak Center in Lansdale. Additionally,
(GHNPSS) GHNPSS staff will receive diversity
training, and provide outreach to the
African-American and Spanish-speaking
seniors in the North Penn area.
Jamaica Land $30,000 n/a Designing and delivering Information Under-resourced people of color, Manna on Main Street, Laurel House, Family
We Love 2 years Technology sensitization and training immigrants/ refugees, and English Promise; potentially Keystone Opportunity
(JALAWELO) to North Penn residents who are people language learners in the North Center; Enikra,LLC for technical consulting;
of color,immigrants and refugees, and Penn region who are traditionally Greater Montgomery County Chamber of
English Language Learners, to increase underrepresented in the IT industry. Commerce, faith communities and local
access to well-paying IT career paths. businesses as potential employers for
trained individuals.
Korean $30,000 $2,475 Partnering with GHNPSS to hire bi- Focus on Korean-American seniors in the Formal partnership between KAAGP and
American 2 years lingual staff and secure dedicated office Lansdale area. GHNPSS, with additional partnerships
Association space to provide enhanced programs and including ACLAMO, Manna on Main Street,
of Greater services to Korea?n-American seniors at faith communities and businesses locally.
Philadelphia the Peak Center in Lansdale.
(KAAGP)
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Organization(s)

Award and

Duration of
Grant

Research
Grant

(if applicable)

INCLUSION GRANTS

Purpose of the Grant

Focus Populations

Relevant Partnerships

Keystone $30,000 n/a Hiring Spanish-speaking staff in food Focus on the Latino community in CAO; Souderton School District; faith
Opportunity 2 years pantry; training for all staff in cultural Souderton area. communities; Manos Unidas; ACLAMO;
Center competence; changing food offerings to HIAS; local housing units and businesses.

reflect cultural preferences; recruiting

culturally-diverse volunteers.
Lansdale $15,000 n/a Multilingual Initiative to better serve Diverse, non-English-speaking Coalition 4 Justice, ACLAMO, local
Library 1 year non-English-speaking populations; populations in and around Lansdale. nonprofits and community groups,

expanding the diversity of catalogue and Lansdale Borough.

resources available through the library to

be more relevant to BIPOC and English

Language Learners; and establishing

regular Community Conversations among

diverse groups in Lansdale.
Maternity $30,000 n/a Enhancing Community Engagement Focus on families of color and immigrant | Partnerships include: Lansdale Pediatrics,
Care Coalition | 2 years Services and partnering with clinics/ families disproportionally impacted by North Care Women’s Clinic, Merakey, Grand

healthcare providers to engage low-
income pregnant and parenting families
with young children from diverse
communities to connect them to home
visiting, health care, and early education
services.

social determinants of health in North
Penn region.

View Healthy Beginnings Plus, Abington
Jefferson Health, the Center for Total
Women’s Health; Mont. Co. IU; Mont. Co.
Office of Public Health, WIC, Early Learning
Resource Center, Mont. Co. Dept. of HHS’
Office of Children and Youth, Nurse Family
Partnership, Mont. Co. Family Centers, Penn
Foundation, Health Spark Foundation,
North Penn School District, Manna on
Main Street, Mont. Co. Head Start, YMCA,
Lansdale Free Library, Mitzvah Circle
Foundation, Keystone Opportunity Center,
and Mont. Co. Early Intervention
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Organization(s)

Award and

Duration of
Grant

Research
Grant

(if applicable)

INCLUSION GRANTS

Purpose of the Grant

Focus Populations

Relevant Partnerships

Mama Sophia, $2,500 Research grant provided to explore
Inc. partnerships locally, interview school and

nonprofit administrators, and determine

needs for mindfulness, nutrition, and

fitness programs for children of color.

(Did not advance beyond Research stage)
Mattie N. $20,000 $2,500 Investing in the hiring of Spanish- Spanish-speaking populations around Montgomery Anti Hunger Network,
Dixon 2 years speaking staff and enhancing access to Ambler area SHARE, other pantry programs, local faith
Community food and services for the growing Latino communities and nonprofits.
Cupboard population in the greater Ambler area.
Mission Kids $30,000 n/a Investing in hiring of bi-lingual staff Focus on non-English speaking children, North Penn, Wissahickon and Souderton
Child 2 years and materials to enhance service to two especially those speaking Spanish, School Districts; Montgomery County DA's
Advocacy groups of English Language Learners: 1) Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese), Office; police departments; local courts
Center school-aged children and their caregivers | Korean, Hindi, Arabic,and Italian

who participate in Mission Kids’ child

abuse prevention programs,and 2)

victims of child abuse who come to

Mission Kids for a forensic interview.
Mitzvah $30,000 n/a Investing in hiring of Spanish-speaking Spanish-speaking families living in Consulate of Mexico, ACLAMO, local
Circle 2 years social worker to assist families and poverty, dealing with critical illness and nonprofits, faith communities, Maternity
Foundation provide translation services. otherwise marginalized. Care Coalition, Central Behavioral Health

and Montgomery County Community
Connections

Mitzvah Circle Foundation

\*

Maternity Care Coalition

DID YOU KNOW?
There are 80 LANGUAGES

spoken among students in
the North Penn School District.
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Organization(s)

Award and
Duration of
Grant

Research
Grant

(if applicable)

INCLUSION GRANTS

Purpose of the Grant

Focus Populations

Relevant Partnerships

North Penn $30,000 n/a Working with trained Student Black and Indigenous and People of Color | North Penn school district administrators
School 2 years Ambassadors to provide activities while (BIPOC) students and their families in the | and Board members; University of Penn
District addressing racial trauma among BIPOC North Penn School District , with hopes Makku Center; Kindred Project
Educational students; create parent dialogue circles to expand to Wissahickon and Souderton
. to engage parents from North Penn, school districts, to address racial trauma
Foundation Wissahickon and Souderton schools in and promote healing, enhanced wellness
education and healing for equity issues and growth.
within a safe environment.
North Penn $30,000 n/a Enhance translation services for Immigrants and English Language All three school districts in North Penn
Valley Boys & | 2 years expanded number of children who are Learners attending the Boys and Girls region, local faith communities and
Girls Clubs English Language Learners (especially Clubs who are students in the North nonprofits
Spanish speakers) and their families at Penn, Wissahickon,and Souderton school
the Lansdale, Indian Valley and Ambler districts and their families.
Clubs.
North Wales $15,000 n/a Providing “the Human Library” to People of color,immigrants and refugees, | International Spring Festival, Diversity
Area Library 2 years challenge prejudice through respectful and English Language Learners in North Coalition, North Penn School District,
conversation with live persons telling Wales and throughout the North Penn local book stores and communities of
their stories relating to racial equity. area. faith.
Additionally, an author series and other
cultural programming to engage diverse
communities.
Philip Jaisohn | $30,000 n/a Partnering with Advanced Living Focus on the older Asian American Formal partnership with Advanced Living
Memorial 2 years Communities to open the Jaisohn immigrant population including Indian, Community. Additional partnerships
Foundation Wellness Center on the campus of Korean, Chinese, Vietnamese, Filipino, include: Council of Korean Churches,
Schwenkfeld Manor, serving residents Bengali and Nepali communities, plus Korean Grocery Association, Latino
from the Asian American and Pacific some African-American and Latino Hair Dressers Association, three African
Islander community as well as other communities as well. American and Korean American churches
senior residents within the North Penn in Mont. Co., St. Maria Goretti Parish,
community Upper Darby Masjid Al-Madinah Islamic
Center, Phila. Immigrant Affairs Office,
Indochinese American Council in Phila.,
Chinese American Association of Phila.,
the Mont. Co. Immunization Coalition, PA
State Racial Equity Subcommittee.
The $5,000 n/a Partnering with the North Penn Boys & Spanish-speaking, under-resourced Formal partnership with North Penn Boys
Partnership 1 year Girls Clubs to promote bike-safety among | Latino children and their families and Girls Clubs, with materials available

TMA

Spanish-speaking children and families.

through Clubs located in Lansdale, Indian
Valley and Ambler.

for distribution at other community
settings and events throughout North
Penn area.
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INCLUSION GRANTS

Award and Research
Organization(s) Duration of Grant Purpose of the Grant Focus Populations Relevant Partnerships
Grant (if applicable)
Tri-County $30,000 n/a Racial Equity Learning Community,aimed | Staff and Board members of North Formal partnership among three
Network (fiscal | 2 years at building infrastructure for a cross- Penn-serving nonprofit organizations Montco collaboratives: Bucks-Mont
sponsor) for county, multi- sector learning community enrolled in RELC, building skills to better Collaborative, Tri-County Network, and
Racial Equity that will deepen organizational and understand and enhance racial equity InterAgency Council of Norristown,
Learni collective capacity to advance racial across all diverse communities in Montco. | and dozens of participating nonprofits.
arnlng. equity and justice, impact organizational Additional partners include the NINA
Community leadership, culture, policies, and Collective; Coaches: YWCA Bucks County,
community engagement for 33 local YWCA Tri-County Area, Pearl S Buck
nonprofit organizations. International, Social Justice Initiative at
Bryn Mawr College, Adrean Turner, Sharon
Brokenbough, Delphia Howze.
Tri-County $30,000 $2,500 Addressing food and housing insecurity, Focus on food-insecure BIPOC, Gwynedd Mercy University, Manna
Network (fiscal | 2 years housing and basic needs of under- immigrants and refugees and English on Main Street, Montgomery County
sponsor) resourced people of color,immigrants Language Learners who are college Community College; Family Promise
for College and refugees, and English Language students at Gwynedd Mercy University Montco; MAHN; Pottstown Cluster of
Student learners who are college students and Montgomery County Community Religious Communities; Your Way Home
. at Gwynedd Mercy University and College. Mont. Co
Basic Needs Montgomery County Community College.
Program
Variety Club $30,000 n/a A multi-pronged strategy to enhance Focus on African-American and Asian Mont. Co. Community College, Mont. Co.
2 years access to Variety services for young American youth with disabilities, Workforce Development Board, over 50
people of color living with disabilities, ages 5-24, living in the Souderton, businesses locally, with plans to engage
and their families, in the North Penn Wissahickon,and North Penn School more minority-owned businesses to
region. Districts. participate as well.
Wissahickon $15,000 n/a Conducting a diversity audit of the Focus on people of color,immigrants and | Other libraries in the area; Racial Equity
Valley 1 year library’s 2 branch collections to address English Language Learners patronizing Learning Community; Mattie Dixon
Public Library diverse interests including: Asian, Black, the Blue Bell and Ambler library Community Cupboard, Family Promise
Indigenous, Jewish, Latino, LGBTQIA, branches. Montco and other nonprofits.
Middle Eastern, Multicultural, Muslim
and Neuro and Physical Diversity,
mental health. Investment in additional
resources and outreach.

Wales Area-Library

$664,885

TOTAL INCLUSION GRANT AWARDS
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