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The Mission….
The VNA Foundation of Greater North Penn invests 
in nonprofit organizations with the capacity to 
strengthen individuals and families along a continuum 
of need. The Foundation contributes toward the health 
and well-being of those who reside in the Greater 
North Penn region of Montgomery County, PA.

This health conversation foundation continues the 
legacy of the North Penn Visiting Nurse Association 
(VNA) in building stronger and healthier communities 
for generations to come.

Area the VNA Foundation Supports
GREATER NORTH PENN REGION: North Penn,  
Wissahickon, and Souderton School Districts,  
as well as Worcester Township
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100 years ago, the Red Cross assigned one nurse to Lansdale to 
make home visits to teach new moms about caring for their newborn 
babies. At the same time this one nurse took the opportunity to teach 
others about the importance of good hygiene and sanitation to 
prevent the spread of illness and disease. This nurse was part of an 
effort by the Red Cross to bring VNAs from urban settings into rural 
communities. The Lansdale community eventually came to financially 
support this nurse and after several years even bought her a car to 
make her home visits more efficient…..the rest they say is history. The 
North Penn VNA grew in number of staff, home visits and programs. 

I had the privilege of serving as the Executive Director of the NPVNA 
for almost twenty years. Our Board of Directors, staff and volunteers 
understood the importance of mission … access to health care, health 
education and health promotion and always delivering high quality 
service to those  patients and  families who were entrusted to our care. 

Today, I serve as the President of the Board of Directors of the VNA 
Foundation of Greater North Penn and I can’t help but imagine 
that our one nurse, 100 years later, would be humbled to think that 
a health foundation has been established with many of the same  
principles that guided her work. Over the past 5 years the VNA 
Foundation of Greater North Penn has invested in organizations that 
are committed to bringing quality programs and services to our local 
community. Your work is essential in promoting access to health care, 
health education and health promotion, and we are proud to partner 
with you and look forward to the future.

Kathleen “Kitty” Fitzgerald 
Kathleen “Kitty” Fitzgerald 
VNA Foundation Board President
Former Executive Director for the North Penn VNA

The VNA Foundation Legacy…
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It is the foundation’s intent to continue 
to work in collaborative partnership 
with local organizations seeking to 
strengthen communities within this 
geographic region of North Penn, 
staying true to the commitment and 
legacy of the North Penn VNA in 
supporting local efforts.



2018-2019 Board of Directors 

Kathleen Fitzgerald, President
Bud Leister, Vice President

Anne Frank, Secretary
Dave Crosson, Treasurer

Dr. Curtis Deardorff
F. Lee Mangan 

Neal Pearlstine, Esq.
Dr. Jerry Sag      

Terrence Walton

Board of Directors
The Board of Directors for the VNA Foundation of 
Greater North Penn continues to look strategically 
as to how this foundation can best build strong and 
healthy communities across the North Penn region of 
Montgomery County. 

Staying true to the legacy of the former North Penn 
VNA, the founding Board for the VNA Foundation 
committed its support within this geographic area of 
North Penn to continue to address local needs. The 
founding Board recognized that local organizations 
require partnership and support to achieve the mutual 
goal of building strong and healthy communities, 
especially through increased opportunities for 

partnership and collaboration, and in considering 
ways to respond to meet needs in a way which will 
increase impact locally. 

Five years later, this current Board of Directors 
remains committed to strengthening those 
organizations which collaborate to build their 
capacity to enhance and expand health and wellness 
opportunities within our North Penn community. 
Programs which increase health access, expand 
available health and wellness options for residents, 
and significantly impact the well-being of those 
residing in and around our Greater North Penn 
region, remain a priority for this foundation.

Staff
Diana Loukedis Doherty, Executive Director

Joanne O. Kline, Program Associate
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Beginning in 2014, the VNA Foundation has worked 
in a collaborative effort with Abington Jefferson Health 
and the Montgomery–Bucks Dental Society to bring 
the Abington Dental Care Access Program to the 
local community. In its first five years, this program 
has provided dental care to uninsured patients in the 
Souderton, North Penn, and Wissahickon School 
Districts, through a growing network of local dentists, 
enabling patients of all ages to access vital dental care 
in their own neighborhoods. 

Along with routine dental visits and treatments, some 
adult patients have received life-saving dental care 
required before critical cancer surgery, and children not 
yet receiving CHIP have received timely care through the 
program. With a rising number of requests from older 
adults without dental insurance, this program remains even 
more relevant today than at its inception five years ago.

The VNA Foundation of Greater North Penn is grateful 
to Abington Jefferson Health and the Montgomery-Bucks 
Dental Society for their collaboration in addressing local 
dental care needs through this important program!

VNA Foundation’s Signature Initiative
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$120,131.00
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Athletes with Disabilities $6,538

Community Health & Youth Foundation $5,000

Greater Harleysville & North Penn Senior Services $10,000

Indian Creek Foundation $8,000

Indian Valley Public Library $10,000

Interfaith Housing Alliance $10,000

Keystone Opportunity Center $10,000

Lansdale Library Association $10,000

Manna on Main Street
(Collaborative with MCCC and Gwynedd Mercy) $10,000

Montco SAAC - Ambler $5,000

North Penn Commons 

(Manna-Lead Agency) $10,000

North Penn Valley Boys & Girls Club $8,750

North Penn YMCA $10,000

North Wales Area Library $5,000

Partnership TMA of Montgomery County $5,000

Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation $10,000

Salvation Army Children’s Services $5,000

Sebastian Riding $4,000

Variety Club Camp And Developmental Center $10,000

Vol. Medical Service Corps of Lansdale $10,000

Wissahickon Valley Public Library  $10,000

 TOTAL $172,288

2018 Fall Grants
(All Capacity-Building Focus)

Abington Dental Care Access Program  $130,000

Bucks-Mont Collaborative (Final Year -2 Year Grant Cycle) $35,000

International Spring Festival $1,000

TOTAL $166,000

Other Board Support 
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2019 Spring Grants
Athletes with Disabilities Network Northeast Chapter $5,000.00

Family Services of Montgomery County $15,000.00

Greater Harleysville & North Penn Senior Services $15,000.00

Gwynedd Mercy University $15,300.00

Indian Creek Foundation $12,000.00

Inter-Faith Housing Alliance $20,000.00

Keystone Opportunity Center $10,000.00

Lansdale Hospital $7,500.00

Laurel House $5,000.00

Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania $7,500.00

Manna on Main Street $20,000.00

Manna on Main Street (lead agency for group) $15,000.00

Maternity Care Coalition $15,000.00

Mental Health Partnerships (MHP) $15,000.00

Mitzvah Circle Foundation $20,000.00

Montgomery County Foundation Inc. $15,000.00

North Penn Valley Boys & Girls Club $15,000.00

Peaceful Living $15,000.00

Penn Foundation $10,000.00

Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation $15,000.00

PHMCC/SE Regional Mental Health Services Coordination Office $7,500.00

Senior Adult Activities Center of Montgomery County $10,000.00

The Center for Loss and Bereavement $10,000.00

The Partnership TMA of Montgomery County $10,000.00

The Salvation Army Children’s Services $10,000.00

Wissahickon Valley Public Library $10,000.00

Women’s Center of Montgomery County $10,000.00

TOTAL $334,800.00

$673,088
Total of 51 Grants to  

Community in 2018-2019 
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Beginning in FY 2014/2015 with two rounds of small technology 
mini-grants, the VNA Foundation of Greater North Penn began its 
journey of support for the nonprofits within the North Penn region. 
Looking back after five full years of providing grants locally, the 
foundation is now moving forward as a private foundation in 
partnership with dozens of local nonprofit providers and programs, 
focused on creating healthy communities for generations to come.

Most of the focus for grants during the first five years followed 
annual strategic planning from the Board to promote opportunities 
for collaboration, access to services and supports, and increased 
capacity within local nonprofits to enhance health and wellness, 
responding to local needs across the North Penn region.

The First Five Years by the Numbers
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YEAR GRANTS

2014-2015 2

2015-2016 2

2016-2017 1

2017-2018 3

2018-2019 2

5 YEAR TOTAL 10

Health Access

Includes grants for our Signature 
Dental Access program and to 
facilitate safe Transportation

YEAR GRANTS

2014-2015 16

2015-2016 6

2016-2017 19

2017-2018 29

2018-2019 22

5 YEAR TOTAL 92

Capacity Building

Includes grants for Strategic 
Planning, Technology, Equipment,  

Board Development

214 Grants 
Dispersed to the 4 different areas – Health Access,  

Capacity Building, Collaboration, Basic Health Needs  
– over the past five years



The First Five Years by the Numbers
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Looking to the Future

$2.64 Million 

Provided in local grants from the VNA Foundation to 
local nonprofit community organizations during the  

first five years of operation

Our North Penn region is changing, and the foundation strives to 
recognize and serve the needs of our widely diverse community.  
We will continue to rely on careful planning, combined with 
responsive action in conjunction with our nonprofit partners, to 
evolve and develop our grantmaking program in a manner that 
is inclusive of all our community members! 

YEAR GRANTS

2014-2015 2

2015-2016 3

2016-2017 2

2017-2018 2

2018-2019 3

5 YEAR TOTAL 12

YEAR GRANTS

2014-2015 17

2015-2016 25

2016-2017 15

2017-2018 19

2018-2019 24

5 YEAR TOTAL 100

Collaboration Basic Health Needs

Includes grants to support the  
Training Institute and convenings  

to raise trauma-awareness

Includes grants to support food 
and housing insecurity, behavioral 
and physical health in vulnerable 

populations
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HEALTH ACCESS – Dental Care  
Access Program 
In the first five years of this signature grant, the VNA 
Foundation partnered with Abington Jefferson Health 
and the Montgomery- Bucks Dental Association 
to enable hundreds of uninsured residents of our 
community access low-cost dental care with dentists 
in their own neighborhoods. The result has been the 
Abington Dental Care Access Program, described in 
more detail on a previous page. “As a retired dentist 
I know how hard it is for uninsured people to access 
dental care,” notes VNA Foundation board member 
Curt Deardorff. “This model is unique.” 

BASIC HEALTH NEEDS – Grant for 
General Support, Manna on Main Street
With General Support funding, Manna could provide 
food to thousands of low-income and food-insecure 
members of the North Penn community, along with 
an online-ordering and food-delivery system that has 
been embraced by older adults with limited mobility. 
According to Suzan Neiger Gould, Manna’s E.D., “With 
the VNA Foundation’s funds, we can better serve those 
people who can’t get to our pantry.” 

COLLABORATION – Grants for Training 
Institute and Annual Summit, Bucks-Mont 
Collaborative
Through VNA Foundation support, the Collaborative’s 
Training Institute and Annual Summit has helped educate 
hundreds of health and human service providers in the 
areas of trauma, cultural awareness, and bridges out 
of poverty, bringing people together to learn from one 
another and share learnings and solutions. As Ella Roush, 
the Collaborator’s Coordinator notes of the foundation’s 
role, “Of course every nonprofit needs funding, but it 
goes beyond that with the VNA Foundation.” 

CAPACITY BUILDING – Grant for  
Technology, North Penn Valley Boys & 
Girls Club
Through a modest grant, the Boys & Girls Club 
developed an “app” that allows parents to receive 
instant notification of any emergencies, safety concerns, 
or closures that might affect the more than 3000  
low-income children served in the Club’s 3 locations. 
According to Bob Kreamer, the Club’s CEO, the effect of 
this instant notification system is “life-changing.”

Examples of Impact 



From Diana Doherty
Current Executive Director for VNA Foundation

As we look ahead at the next five years, our goal is to 
build upon the meaningful work that our founding Board 
and founding Executive Director, Joanne Kline, have done 
from the start. We are here for this community, and we are 
dedicated to supporting our nonprofit partners as they help 
people whose lives are impacted by poverty, hunger, health 
issues, and trauma. We are, and should remain, a facilitator 
to help our partners provide critical services, and we must 
listen to our partners serving the North Penn community in 
order to honor their efforts through our funding.

We are also considering how the North Penn community 
continues to change, and we will ensure that our 
foundation reflects that change and includes all the 
stakeholders in our community who should be at the 
table. The VNA Foundation will continue to evolve to be 
more reflective of that community change and support 
the growing and changing needs that exist here in North 
Penn. I am grateful for the opportunity to assist in this 
important journey, for the next five years and beyond.

From Joanne Kline
Founding Executive Director for VNA Foundation

It has been my joy and my honor to be here for the first 
five years of this foundation and to watch its growth 
and development from the very beginning. I am so 
proud of the board of directors and all that they have 
done to strategically consider how they could achieve 
their mission in the best way possible. They have not 
only looked at preserving the legacy of the North Penn 
VNA, but have enhanced that mission to consider how 
this new VNA Foundation can work in partnership with 
the community to create new opportunities for access 
for health and wellness, to expand the capacity of 
our local nonprofits in new ways and to create new 
opportunities for partnership and collaboration in 
meeting significant local needs.

This foundation is now poised to go even further under 
the leadership of Diana Doherty, and I am confident 
that the VNA Foundation will continue to remain 
strong in working to serve this North Penn region for 
generations to come!

The founding Board and founding Executive 
Director established a legacy of strong 
community support over the first five 
years, and we are excited to deepen that 
commitment to North Penn in the future!
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